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Year 3

What happens at the Synagogue?

Religion

Judaism

Knowledge

Judaism is the oldest of the world's four biggest monotheistic religions (religions with only one god). It's also the smallest, with only about 12
million followers around the world.

Their sacred text is the Torah

Jews worship in Synagogues.

Men and women usually sit separately in the Synagogues

Men are required to cover their heads. (Kippah) Many Jews feel that by wearing a skullcap they are proudly announcing to the world that they
are Jewish. This is classed as an 'outward sign' of their faith.

In most cases worship takes place in Hebrew.

Traditional Jewish worship requires a minyan (a quorum of ten adult males) to take place.

The Jewish spiritual leaders are called Rabbis. Unlike leaders in many other faiths, a rabbi is not a priest and has no special religious status.

Adult men (i.e. those over the age of |3) often wear a Tallit or prayer shawl for morning prayer. A Tallit has fringes (called tzitzit) on the edges to
remind the wearer to observe God's commandments - as commanded by God in the Bible.

A typical synagogue contains an ark (where the scrolls of the Law are kept), an “eternal light” burning before the ark, two candelabra, pews, and
a raised platform (bimah), from which scriptural passages are read and from which

Every synagogue contains an Ark, which is a cupboard where the Torah Scrolls, which contain the text of the Hebrew Bible, are kept, and a desk
from which to read the Torah.

The Hebrew words of the Ten Commandments are usually written somewhere above the ark.

The Ark is named after the wooden chest which held the stone tablets of the Covenant that God gave to Moses on Mount Sinai.

The search for that original Ark formed the plot of the movie Raiders Of The Lost Ark.

An Eternal Light (called Ner Tamid) hangs above the Ark. This light is always burning, as a symbol of God's presence. It also represents the pillar of

fire that guided the Jewish people on their early journey.

Geography
coverage

Suggested trips/
activities

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znwhfg8/articles/zh77vk7

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z834wmn

https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/holy-cribs-synagogue



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znwhfg8/articles/zh77vk7
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/z834wmn
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/holy-cribs-synagogue

Year 3 Why do people visit a cathedral or church?
Religion Christianity
Knowledge e Christianity is the world's biggest religion, with about 2.2 billion followers worldwide. It is based on the teachings of Jesus Christ who lived
in the Holy Land 2,000 years ago.
e The Christian place of worship is called a Church. They are often built in the shape of a cross with the altar facing east towards the rising sun.
e The Bible is the Christian holy book. It is divided into the Old and New Testaments. Parts of the writing contained in the Old Testament are also
sacred to_Jewish and Muslim people.
e Christenings happen at the back of the church by the font
e Woeddings and funerals at the front
e Communion at the rail
e Pews, prayer kneelers, hymns, alter
e Celebration services
e Sunday is the traditional worship day
e Tourism: to appreciate the architecture of the building
e The basic structure of a church can be broken down into several sections: the Narthex, Nave, Crossing, Transept, Sanctuary, and Altar.
Geography Where is the local church / cathedral? Show on Google Earth
coverage
Suggested trips/ | Lincoln Cathedral
activities Local Church

Mike Farley

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zxd2hyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zwcd2hv
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/holy-cribs-church

http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_christianity baptism_baby
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_christianity adult_baptism
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_christianity bell_ringing
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_Christian_Childrens_Church
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_christian_Communion
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/leaflets/faith_christianity role of the_priest
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_christian_Stained_Glass_VWindow



http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/religion/jewish.htm
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/religion/Islam.htm
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zxd2hyc
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zwcd2hv
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/holy-cribs-church
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_christianity_baptism_baby
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_christianity_adult_baptism
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_christianity_bell_ringing
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_Christian_Childrens_Church
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_christian_Communion
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/leaflets/faith_christianity_role_of_the_priest

Year 3 Is it better to worship together or alone?

Religion Hinduism

Knowledge e Most Hindus worship (puja) every day at home and have a shrine there.

e The most ancient sacred texts of the Hindu religion are written in Sanskrit and called the Vedas.

e A shrine can be anything from a room, a small altar or simply pictures or statues.

e Family members often worship together.

e At the shrine, Hindus make offerings to a murti. A murti is a sacred stautue of God, or a god or goddess.

e The Hindu building for communal worship is called Mandir (Hindu Temple).

e The temples are dedicated to different gods and are the focus of religious life.

e  Worshippers repeat the names of their favourite gods, goddesses, and the mantras. Water, fruit, flowers and incense are offered to the gods.

Geography Where is the local temple?
coverage

Suggested trips/ | https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/holy-cribs-mandir
activities

http://www.purplemash.com/#app/leaflets/faith_Hinduism_worship



http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/religion/hinduism.htm#more
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/holy-cribs-mandir

Year 3

Do you have to worship in a temple?

Religion Buddhism
Knowledge e Buddhist worship at home or at a temple.
e  Worshippers may sit on the floor barefoot facing an image of Buddha and chanting. It is very important that their feet face away from the image of
Buddha. They listen to monks chanting from religious texts and take part in prayers.
e Buddhists will often have a shrine at home. There will be a statue of Buddha, candles, and an incense burner.
e Buddhist temples come in many shapes. Perhaps the best known are the pagodas of China and Japan. Another typical Buddhist building is
the Stupa (upside down bowl shape). All Buddhist temples contain an image or a statue of Buddha.
e Buddhist worship is called puja. People chant to show their love for the Buddha. They make offerings of flowers, candles, incense and pure water
at a shrine. People thank Buddha for his teachings.
e When Buddhist worship alone they usually meditate and read from the Buddhist holy books.
Geography Where is the local temple?
coverage
Suggested trips/ | https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/holy-cribs-vihara
activities
Sequence Lesson I: Lesson 2: Cermonies that | Lesso Lesson 5: Oracy outcome
Internal features | take place in a Church Planning Oracy
of a Chruch outcome



http://ellensander.com/dalitravels/1daliyunnan-055-3pagoadas.html
http://www.thailandlife.com/thailand/phra_prathom_chedi.htm
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/holy-cribs-vihara

Year 3 Do all mosques look the same?
Religion Islam
Knowledge |e The Muslim scripture is the Holy Qur'an. Muslims believe it is 'the word of God'. Muslim beliefs and practices are rooted
in the Qur'an.
e Islam is based on the ministry of a man named Muhammad (peace be upon him), and on the words that Allah gave to the world
through Muhammad.
(NB. Muhammad is so esteemed by Muslims that it is usual to utter the blessing "peace be upon him" after his name.)
e A Muslim is a follower of the religion of Islam.
e Muslims treat the Qur'an with great respect because they believe that the Qur'an is from Allah, and every word and every letter
is sacred. It is usually placed on a special wooden stand to be read.
¢ The Muslim building for communal worship is called a mosque. Muslims often refer to the mosque by its Arabic
name, masjid. The word comes from the Arabic for "place of prostration".
e Very often Mosques have a domed roof and a tall tower called a minaret. Muslims are called to prayer from the minaret. The man who enters the
minaret and calls them to prayer is called a muezzin.
¢ In Britain, calling Muslims to pray this way is not allowed, so some Islamic communities broadcast the call to prayer on a radio frequency which
Muslims can pick up in their homes and places of work using a small receiver.
e There are no pictures or statues in a mosque. They are decorated with patterns and words from the Qur'an. There is also very little furniture
inside because Muslims use prayer mats for prayer.
e  When people go into the mosque they take off their shoes. This is to keep it clean for prayer.
e There is often a fountain or pool, or at least an area with water where people can wash (wudu). Muslim wash their hands, mouth, throat, nose,
ears, arms up to the elbow and feet. This is a sacred wash that symbolises spiritual cleansing and purity in readiness for coming before God.
e There is always a quibla wall in a Mosque which is the one facing Makkah (Mecca), it has an empty arch to signify the direction. It is important that
Muslims always know the direction of Mecca.
e  Women do not pray in the same place as men, there is usually a screened off area for them.
e Services are held every day at the Mosque.
Geography Where is the local mosque? Show on google earth?
coverage
Suggested trips/ | https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/holy-cribs-mosque
activities

http://www.purplemash.com/#app/games/2diy/faith_2diy_islam_time_of Prayer



http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/religion/Islam.htm#Quran
https://www.truetube.co.uk/film/holy-cribs-mosque

Year 4 Does it matter what people believe about creation?
Religion Multi-faith — Christianity- Hinduism- Islam
Knowledge ¢ in the beginning - God started creation

o the first day - light was created

e the second day - the sky was created

e the third day - dry land, seas, plants and trees were created

e the fourth day - the Sun, Moon and stars were created

o the fifth day - creatures that live in the sea and creatures that fly were created

e the sixth day - animals that live on the land and finally humans, made in the image of God were created

¢ by day seven - God finished his work of creation and rested, making the seventh day a special holy day.

e Most of the world faiths have a creation story and a key part of each account is that the Earth/universe has been created. Whether by the word of
God, or hatching from an egg, created from the body parts of a divine being, each myth/account puts a Creator at the centre. For many believers,
especially Hindus, Sikhs and Muslims, there is no contradiction between the religious account(s) and the modern scientific theories of the Big Bang
and Evolution.

e  For Hindus in particular, there is a belief that the universe has been created and destroyed many times. After each creation it evolves, until it is
destroyed again. Hindus believe that the avatars of Vishnu (Rama, Krishna, Buddha etc.) have intervened in this universe to maintain it, but that in
the end it will be destroyed.. Both faiths incline towards a belief that the world was called into being by a word (the words of Waheguru) or the
sound “Aum” and that it has been expanding and growing, but as the goal of each faith is to achieve liberation from the constant cycle of death and
rebirth in complete unity with the Divine, eventually it will all re-combine into one.

e A ssimilar sense of unity can be seen in Islam, with the belief in the oneness of God (Tawhid). Surahs 7:55-59; 51:56 and 21:31-34 all speak of Allah’s
creation of the world and other passages encourage respect for the Earth (Surah 30:30 and 13:3-4). There is also a passage in the Hadith about care
for the world: The Earth is green and beautiful and Allah appointed you his stewards over it. The whole earth has been created a place of worship,
pure and clean. Whoever plants a tree and diligently looks after it until it matures and bears fruit, is rewarded.

e The Qur'an states that "Allah created the heavens and the earth, and all that is between them, in six days" (7:54)

o After completing the Creation, the Qur'an describes that Allah "settled Himself upon the Throne" (57:4) to oversee His work. A distinct point is
made to counter the Biblical idea of a day of rest: "We created the heavens and the earth and all that is between them in six days, nor did any sense
of weariness touch Us" (50:38).

e The Qur'anic account of creation is in line with modern scientific thought about the development of the universe and life on earth. Muslims
acknowledge that life developed over a long period of time, but see Allah's power behind it all.

e The Qur'an describes that Allah "made from water every living thing" (21:30). Another verse describes how "Allah has created every animal from
water. Of them are some that creep on their bellies, some that walk on two legs, and some that walk on four. Allah creates what He wills, for truly
Allah has power over all things" (24:45). These verses support the scientific theory that life began in the Earth's oceans.

e The Christian and Jewish creation accounts are well known; there is more discussion in Jewish and Christian circles about the difficulty of
reconciling these accounts with the modern theories, but a range of views are expressed from those who take the accounts literally to those who
read them metaphorically. There is also very little in either the Old or New Testaments on care for the environment. Genesis 1:28 is taken by both




Jews and Christians to give humankind responsibility or stewardship over the earth. There are passages in Deuteronomy about the care of trees,
particularly during warfare (Deuteronomy 20:19), and many Jewish believers will never cut down a fruit tree. Jesus talks about the way that God
cares for the earth and the creatures he has created (Luke 12:27-8).

Geography Naming the oceans?
coverage
Suggested trips/ | https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARyVWE8e50yM
activities . L .
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_christian_caring_world
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/creationism-evolution-in-jewish-thought/ for a Jewish view of creation
http://www.jewfag.org/g-d.htm the nature of God, from a Jewish point of view
http://www.islamreligion.com/articles/| | 90/story-of-adam-part-1/ A Muslim creation site
https://iskconeducationalservices.org/lHoH/concepts/ | 1 2.htm a Hindu view of Creation with useful information and references
Pupils will know a variety of creation accounts and be able to compare and contrast at least two of them, focusing particularly on what a believer might
learn from these accounts and how they might impact their views about the world. They will be able to use other religious texts to inform their
responses to environmental issues, comparing their responses with those of believers in other faiths or none.
Sequence Lesson I: Islamic | Lesson 2: Christianity and | Lesson 3: Hindu Lesson 4: Similarities and Lesson 5: Oracy outcome
Creation Story | Judaism Creation Story Creation Story differences between all creation Planning oracy
stories outcome



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ARyWE8e50yM
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_christian_caring_world
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/creationism-evolution-in-jewish-thought/
http://www.jewfaq.org/g-d.htm
http://www.islamreligion.com/articles/1190/story-of-adam-part-1/
https://iskconeducationalservices.org/HoH/concepts/112.htm

Year 4

How and Why do Jewish people celebrate Hanukah?

Religion Judaism
Knowledge e Hanukkah is the Jewish Festival of Lights. The word 'Hanukkah' means 'Dedication’ in Hebrew. It celebrates a miracle that happened in Jerusalem
over 2,000 years ago.
¢ Hanukkah (or Chanukah in Hebrew) is celebrated in November or December every year. It lasts for eight days.
¢ In 2020 Hanukkah begins on the evening of Thursday 10 December.
e Hanukka celebrates the miraculous victory over religious persecution in the Holy Land and also commemorates the re-dedication of the Second
Temple in Jerusalem and the miracle of the burning oil. This is where the oil of the menorah (the candelabrum in the temple) miraculously burned
for eight days, even though there was only enough oil for one day.
e In the story of Chanukah (Hanukkah), light also demonstrates the power of God; the temple in Jerusalem had been destroyed by Antiochus
Epiphanes and the Maccabees led a revolt and regained it. When the temple lamp was relit, there was not enough oil to keep it alight, but several
days were needed to prepare some more. Miraculously what was there lasted the 8 days needed, so at Chanukah the usual candlestick with 7
branches is replaced by a Hanukkiah with 8 and a slave candle. The slave candle is used to light the candles; one on the first day, two on the second
and so on. This story is not in the Old Testament as it happened in the time between the testaments.
Geography Where is Jerusalem? Holy Land?
coverage
Israel flag
Suggested trips/ | https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/3503067 |
activities

https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/hanukkah.shtml

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znwhfg8/articles/zj446v4



https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/35030671
https://www.whychristmas.com/customs/hanukkah.shtml
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/znwhfg8/articles/zj446v4

Year 4

Is it better to believe in one God or many?

Religion

Hinduism

Knowledge

¢ Hindus believe in a universal soul or God called Brahman. Brahman takes on many forms that some Hindus worship as gods or goddesses in
their own right. Hindus believe that there is a part of Brahman in everyone and this is called the Atman.

The three most important Hindu gods (forms of Brahman) are:

Brahma - known as the Creator Vishnu - Known as the Preserver Shiva (Siva)- known as the Destroyer.
Saraswathi - Goddess of Wisdom - Wife of Lord Brahma.
Saraswathi is the Hindu goddess of knowledge, music and all the creative arts.

Lakshmi - Goddess of Wealth - Wife of Lord Vishnu.
Lakshmi is the goddess of light, beauty, good fortune and wealth.

Parvati - regarded as a representation of Shakti. Parvati is the wife of Lord Shiva and the Godess of household and motherhood.
(Shakti is by literal definition sacred force, power, or energy. Shakti is the personnification of Brahman as feminine)

Ganesha - Son of Shiva and Parvati.
The Hindu god in a human form but with the head of an elephant.(pictured right)

Christianity & Judaism= Believe in one God- trinity- father- son- holy spirit

Buddhists- Buddha- not a God

Islam- Allah

Sikhism- monotheistic- Waheguru




Geography
coverage

Temples on google earth

Suggested trips/
activities

http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_hindu_parading_murti

http://www.purplemash.com/#app/leaflets/faith_Hinduism_worship



http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_hindu_parading_murti

Year 4

Should believers give things up?

Key themes Christianity & Judaism
Knowledge e There are two seasons in the church year that are about giving things up — fasting.

e The first is Advent — the 4 weeks leading up to Christmas and the second is Lent — the 40 days leading up to Easter. (In the Celtic church,
Advent was also 40 days long.) Churches that use liturgical colours usually use purple for both of these seasons.

e The period before lent is, in many catholic traditions, a season of partying and feasting. Carnival, leading up to Mardi Gras/Shrove Tuesday is
celebrated around the world — though not so much in England, where pancake day is the focus.

e The idea is that the feasting uses up all the food that will not keep during the fast and allows people to have fun before the privations. Lent
starts with Ash Wednesday; in many churches the previous year’s palm crosses are burned and used as ash to mark a cross on the foreheads
of worshippers at the service, usually a communion.

e This is a sign of penitence and repentance. Many people give things up for Lent, though these days many people are taking up social or eco
action or acts of kindness instead of giving things up. In medieval and Tudor times, people fasted from rich food, meat, wine, music and
festivities. Sundays did not count in the 40 days — it would not have been possible to take communion if they did.

e This is the reason why Ash Wednesday to Easter Sunday is actually 46 days. In the Christians tradition this 40 day fast reflects the 40 days that
Jesus spends in the wilderness, immediately following his baptism.

e This story can be found in Matthew 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13. After fasting the Bible tells us that he is tempted to by Satan and each temptation
is countered with a quote from the scriptures. Fasting is usually equated with going without food and many religious traditions espouse it.

e In Islam, the month of Ramadan is a time when believers do not eat or drink during day light hours. (Covered in Year 6)

e The Jewish Yom Kippur is a 25 hour fast from all food and drink.

e Hindu believers will sometime fast as well — many of them once a week, with a focus on pleasing the deity for the day. Fasting is usually for 24
hours.

o In all of these traditions the aim of the fast is to please God and enable the believer to focus more on God and be less selfish. For some, the
giving up of something will free up resources to give to others.

e Pupils will know that Lent and Advent are seasons in the church year that prepare believers for the feasts of Christmas and Easter.

e They will know how Ash Wednesday may be celebrated and the significance of the symbolism.

e They will know that Lent is traditionally a time for giving things up.

e They will understand that fasting is linked to penitence and that it is a way for Christians to put themselves right with God before Easter. They
will know the story of the temptations and be able to suggest meanings for the temptations and the way that Jesus rebuffs them.

e They will be able to link the story of the temptations to the practice of Lent. They will know about some people who have given things up for
what they believe.

Geography

coverage




Suggested trips/
activities

http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/oakleyandbrodyseaster

http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/oakleyandbrodyseaster

http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/easter

http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/easterresearch

http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_christian_thechristmasjourney



http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/oakleyandbrodyseaster
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/oakleyandbrodyseaster
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/easter
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/easterresearch

Year 4

Why would visiting the Kaaba be special for a Muslim? (Pilgrimage known as the Hajj)

Religion Islam
Knowledge e Mecca or Makkah is the birthplace of prophet Muhammad, peace is on him. In the center of the mosque in Mecca, is the cube-shaped building
called a Kaaba (Ka'bah) is found. All Muslims face the direction of the Kaaba during ritual prayer (Salat).
e Muslims believe that the Kaaba is the holiest place on earth. It is generally thought to have been built by Prophet Abraham. It is used only as a
focal point for prayer (not worshiped) and simply signifies a direction, imposed by God to maintain unity and uniformity among worshipers.
e The Kaaba is draped with a black cloth, which is covered with Koranic verses that are embroidered in gold and silver thread. During performing
the Hajj ceremony a Muslim walks seven times around the Kaaba and then he or she kisses and touch the Black Stone.
e Every Muslim family, no matter where they live, knows what direction the Kaaba is from their house.
e (The Kaaba is also called Bakka )
e The Hajj is an annual Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca, Saudi Arabia, the holiest city for Muslims. The pilgrimage, which lasts approximately 5 to 6
days depending on the lunar Islamic calendar
o Name some of the 7 steps. Step | — lram and htentions. Step 2 — Mina, aka "City of tents” Step 3 — Mina. to Arafat, Ith day of Dhul-Hi jjah. Step b — Muzdalifah. Step 5 — Rami — Stoning the devil. Step 6 —
Nahr. Step 7 — Farewell Tawaf
e Pupils will be able to describe some of the differences between a pilgrimage and a holiday. They will know about a range of places of pilgrimage for
Christianity and Hinduism and be able to say why those particular places are focused upon. They will know a range of reasons why people may
choose to participate in a pilgrimage and describe the impact that the journey might have on a participant. They will be able to describe a typical
pilgrimage, giving details of activities undertaken. They will have encountered a story about a pilgrimage or interviewed someone who has made a
journey.
Geography Where is Mecca? Saudi Arabia Population? Geographical features? Climate
coverage
Suggested trips/ | https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/2456669 |
activities

http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_islam_Hajj Newspaper



https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/24566691

Year 5

Why is Diwali called the festival of Light?

Religion Hinduism
Knowledge e The word Diwali means 'rows of lighted lamps'".

e Diwali is known as the 'festival of lights' because houses, shops and public places are decorated with small oil lamps called 'diyas'.

e Diwali always falls some time between October and November, but the exact date varies each year as the Hindu calendar is based on the Moon.

e In 2020, Diwali is on Saturday 14 November.

e Rama is an avatar (human embodiment) of Vishnu, one of the key Hindu Deities. He was banished from the kingdom of Ajodhya with his wife Sita;
when she was captured by the many-headed demon Ravenna, he rescued her with the help of Hanuman, the monkey God. Lamps were lit along the
path to mark the way for them to return to Ajodhya and so diva lamps form an important part of Diwali. Light symbolises the triumph of good over
evil.

For many people this five day festival honours Lakshmi, the goddess of wealth. Lamps are lit and windows and doors are left open to help Lakshmi
find her way into people's homes.
Other ways that Hindus celebrate the festival include:

e Spring-cleaning the home

e Wearing new clothes

e Exchanging gifts (often sweets and dried fruits) and preparing festive meals

¢ Decorating buildings with fancy lights

e Huge fireworks displays

Geography
coverage

Suggested trips/ | https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh86n39/articles/zjpp92p
activities

http://www.purplemash.com/#pup/gettingready

http://www.purplemash.com/#leaflets/AllaboutAraymaan



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh86n39/articles/zjpp92p
http://www.purplemash.com/#pup/gettingready
http://www.purplemash.com/#leaflets/AllaboutAraymaan

Year 5

What makes a miracle?

Religion

Christianity

Knowledge

Define what a miracle is

Throughout the gospels there are references to the way that the miracles Jesus performs attract people to follow him, and it is the miracles, as well as
his answers to questions, that lead the Pharisees and Teachers of the Law to seek his death. Performing miracles indicated Jesus’ divinity; in the old
testament the miracles were performed by God: Psalm 77:13-14 “Your ways, O God, are holy. What god is so great as our God! You are the God
who performs miracles...” The miracles that Jesus performed had spiritual significance as well as being miracles in their own right. Feeding the 5,000
and the 4,000 point to him as the bread of life, and reflect the provision of manna in the desert. Healing the sick and raising the dead show that Jesus
has power over life and death, as well as care for the poor and the disadvantaged. lliness at the time of Jesus often led to destitution and exclusion
from the community, particularly from worship as many diseases meant people were not allowed to enter the temple or the synagogue. Restoration to
health meant that they could return to the religious life of the people of Israel. Non-Jews were also healed; this was significant as the original
instructions to the people of Israel were to be a “light to the Gentiles” whereas in fact they had become exclusive. The stilling of the storm shows
Jesus power over nature, reminiscent of God’s control over the Red Sea and the Jordan when Israel were fleeing Egypt and entering the Promised
Land. Many of the miracles are attested in all three synoptic gospels (Matthew, Mark and Luke); the only miracle in all 4 Gospels is the feeding of the
5,000. Jesus did not perform miracles for himself, (see the temptations in the wilderness) nor did he perform miracles when challenged by the
Pharisees, but in response to need, faith and relationship. The key miracle, as far as Christians are concerned, has to be the resurrection; the final
vindication to prove Jesus as the son of God, God incarnate. There are many of course, who doubt that the miracles took place; there were people at
the time who did not believe on the evidence of the miracles. This is the choice that faces anyone who reads these accounts. It is important that the
pupils can explore these stories for themselves and realise the difference that it makes to Christians whether they believe or not. The pupils do not
have to choose to believe

Geography
coverage

Red Sea- Jordan Egypt

Suggested trips/
activities

Modern miracles? Dolly the sheep/ medicine/ surviving natural disasters




Year 5 Why was the Golem created?

Religion Judaism

Knowledge In Jewish folklore, a golem (/'goulom/ GOH-lom; Hebrew: 0713) is an animated anthropomorphic being that is created entirely from inanimate
matter (usually clay or mud). The word was used to mean an amorphous, unformed material in Psalms and medieval writing.

The classic narrative of the golem tells of how Rabbi Judah Loew of Prague (known as the Maharal; 1525-1609) creates a golem to defend the Jewish
community from anti-Semitic attacks. But eventually, the golem grows fearsome and violent, and Rabbi Loew is forced to destroy it. (Legend tells that
the golem remains in the attic of the Altneushul in Prague, ready to be reactivated if needed

Geography Israel & the holy land on the map
coverage

Suggested trips/ | Create a clay golum
activities



https://www.myjewishlearning.com/article/maharal-of-prague/

Year 5

Do clothes express belief?

Religion

Multi Faith

Knowledge

e Clothing rules can express belief and give people a sense of identity; we make instant judgements about people based on what they wear

e People wear uniforms to show that they belong to a group; Clothing can be selected for practical purposes, eg sport, or to do with the weather. o
Many religious groups base their clothing rules upon religious guidance.

e Muslims cover up women to protect their modesty-show respect. There has been debate about whether girls should be allowed to wear head
scarves/veils at school Hijab, niqab and others (see resources)

e Buddhist monks wear robes as they have no clothes of their own- no possessions

e Muslim dress codes often cause controversy and discussion and there are many different responses to the Hijab, the Niqab and the Burka for
example. Different amounts of the face and body are covered by the different versions, but all is done in the name of modesty. A verse from the
Qur’an says: “And tell the believing men to lower their gaze and be modest...And tell the believing women to lower their gaze and be modest,
and to display of their adornment only that which is apparent....”(Qur'an:24: 30-31). And also: O Prophet! Tell thy wives and daughters, and the
believing women, that they should cast their outer garments over their persons (when abroad): that is most convenient, that they should be
known (as such) and not molested. And Allah is Oft- Forgiving, Most Merciful. Qur’an 33:59. The BBC clips from “My Life, My Religion” contains a
section on a young British Muslim girl preparing to wear the hijab and how she feels about it.

e There are also verses in the Bible (I Corinthians |1:7 e.g.) which suggest that women should dress modestly and in Judaism there are many rules
about clothing. Some of them are biblical (such as not making garments from two different materials and keeping the hair at the sides of the head
long) and others are later traditions. Many orthodox women cover their heads, either with a scarf or with a wig. For Yom Kippur they do not wear
leather shoes as a sign of penance, as in the past only leather shoes would have been considered comfortable. The wearing of the Kippurl or head
covering by men is as a sign of submission to God; the variety of hats worn by many other Jewish men often denote the sect of Judaism to which
they belong. The prayer shawl is usually worn only to pray, but many devout Jewish men will wear a waistcoat with similar tassels, that serves as a
reminder of the 613 commandments in the Torah.

Geography
coverage

Which cultures in which locations where what.

Suggested trips/
activities

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z2fymsg/revision/7

Find links between beliefs and what is worn; relate different religious and ethical codes to what people choose to wear

e Make a judgement about whether wearing a ‘uniform’ limits your freedom

o Discuss whether a dress code is ever appropriate

e Compare different attitudes

® Work out what a Christian dress code might be, relating it to beliefs, values, guidance.

o Look for variety within faith groups and for differences and similarities between faith groups. Is there anything that they have in common?



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z2fymsg/revision/7

Pupils will recognise the religious significance behind a range of dress codes (Islamic & Jewish in the main) and will be able to link specific passages from
the Qur’an or the Torah to the dress. They will know some reasons why people choose to follow dress codes and evaluate appropriately. They will be
able to show the impact that following a dress code has on the life of a believer. They will know that people follow dress codes for non-religious
reasons as well and make comparisons. They will discuss the sense of identity created by clothing.




Year 5

Why do Buddhists celebrate Wesak?

Religion Buddhism
Knowledge e Wesak celebrates the Buddha's birthday and, for some Buddhists, also marks his enlightenment and death. It is also called Buddha Day.
e  Woesak is the most important of the Buddhist festivals and is celebrated on the full moon in May.
e In 2020 Wesak takes place on Thursday 7 May.
e Wesak is a very colourful and happy celebration. Homes may be cleaned and decorated.
e In many countries, Buddhists will visit their local temple for services and teaching. They will give offerings to the monks of food, candles and
flowers. Chanting and praying are an important part of Wesak.
e The 'Bathing the Buddha' ceremony is also often included. Water is poured over the shoulders of the Buddha as a reminder to purify their
own minds from greed, hatred and ignorance.
o Gifts are taken to an altar to be offered to the Buddha statues. This shows respect and gratitude to the Buddha for his life and teachings.
e Giving to others is an important Buddhist tradition. Buddhists make a special effort to give to people in need at Wesak.
In Thailand and Indonesia, for example, special Wesak lanterns are made of paper and wood. In China, dancing dragons are incorporated into
the celebrations.
Another popular custom in some countries is to release caged birds. This represents letting go of troubles and wishing that all beings are well and
happy.
Geography China is the country with the largest population of Buddhists, approximately 244 million or 18.2% of its total population.
coverage

Suggested trips/
activities

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh4mrijé/articles/zbsp92p

https://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/wesak



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zh4mrj6/articles/zbsp92p
https://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/wesak

Year 6

From Fast to Feast- Why is Ramadan important to Muslims?

Religion Islam
Knowledge e During the month of Ramadan, Muslims won't eat or drink during the hours of daylight. This is called fasting. Children are not expected to fast
until they reach puberty, usually around the age of 14.
e Ramadan remembers the month the Qur'an (the Muslim holy book) was first revealed to the Prophet Muhammad. The actual night that the
Qur'an was revealed is a night known as Lailut ul-Qadr ('The Night of Power'). *Oracy Outcome*
e Ramadan is the ninth month of the Islamic calendar. The exact dates of Ramadan change every year. This is because Islam uses a calendar based on
the cycles of the Moon.
e In 2020 in the UK, Ramadan will begin in the evening of Thursday 23 April and will end on Saturday 23 May.
e Most Muslims fast between dawn and sunset. Fasting allows Muslims to devote themselves to their faith. It is thought to teach self-discipline and
reminds them of the suffering of the poor. However, children, pregnant women, elderly people and those who are ill or travelling don't have to fast.
e During Ramadan, it is common to have one meal (known as the suhoor), just before sunrise and another (known as the iftar), directly after
sunset.
e The end of Ramadan is marked by a big celebration called 'Eid ul-Fitr' (the Festival of the Breaking of the Fast).
e Muslims are not only celebrating the end of fasting, but thanking Allah for the strength he gave them throughout the previous month.
e Mosques hold special services and a special meal is eaten during daytime (the first daytime meal for a month).
e During Eid ul-Fitr Muslims dress in their finest clothes, give gifts to children and spend time with their friends and family. Muslims will also give
money to charity at Eid.
Geography Where is the nearest temple?
coverage

Suggested trips/

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpdtsbk/articles/zjc2bdm

activities http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/ramadan_eid_descriptivewriting
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/ramadan_eidulfitr_email
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/ramadan_research

Oracy e Retelling the story of the Night of Power. Work in pairs. Develop links to modern themes.

Outcome



https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zpdtsbk/articles/zjc2bdm
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/ramadan_eid_descriptivewriting
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/ramadan_eidulfitr_email
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/ramadan_research

Year 6

Is a holy journey necessary for believers?

Religion

Multi faith links — Judaism- wailing wall Hindu: Kumbh Mela, which takes place at the River Ganges in India.  Islam Mecca & kabah- Hajj- covered in
Year 5)

Knowledge

A holy journey or pilgrimage is usually made by believers to a place special to their faith. The place may be connected with the founding or beginnings
of the faith or a place where a miracle is said to have occurred. Often the places are linked to the people who have had an influence on the religion or
belief. There are of course non-religious pilgrimages too: people travel to Memphis to remember Elvis Presley, or Liverpool for the Beatles for
example. For many faith journeys there is an element of sacrifice — travelling by foot instead of using vehicles or fasting on route. Sometimes there are
rituals to be performed along the way or special item to be carried or worn. Pilgrims on the way to Santiago de Compostela carry a scallop shell (St
James whose shrine they are going to visit is called St Jacques in French and the French for a scallop is a coquille St Jacques and the scallop shell is his
emblem). It is supposed to be significant of the personal journey in physical and spiritual terms. There are many different places of pilgrimage for
Christians: Jerusalem and Bethlehem are associated with the life of Jesus; St Peter’s, Rome with St Paul and the popes; Canterbury Cathedral with St
Thomas a Becket, the Isle of Lindisfarne with St Cuthbert and the spread of early Christianity in Britain. These are just a few examples. There is no
formal requirement for Christians to take a pilgrimage, but many use it as an opportunity to grow spiritually and encounter God in both the special
place and the journey. Likewise, there is no compulsion on Hindus to participate in a pilgrimage, but with many Hindus living abroad a trip to visit India
combines a visit to relatives with a spiritual journey. Hindus have a wide range of reasons for participating in a pilgrimage and India has a wide range of
places that can be visited. The River Ganges is often the focus, and may holy sites are situated on its banks. The large gatherings or mela which take
place at festival times are also a focus for pilgrims. Pilgrimage in both Hindu and Christian traditions includes an element of worship and the reasons
are similar too.

Jerusalem remains an important place of pilgrimage for Jewish people. Until the destruction of the Second Temple in 70 CE and the Roman occupation
of the city after the Bar Kokhba revolt, it used to be a duty for Jewish people to visit Jerusalem three times every year, to coincide with three
major Jewish festivals - Pesach, Shavuot and Sukkot.

Geography
coverage

Religious locations

Suggested trips/
activities

http://www.purplemash.com/#app/leaflets/faith_Hinduism_Ganges

Oracy
Outcome

Harkness Discussion: Is a holy journey necessary for believers?



https://www.bbc.co.uk/education/guides/zbb42hv/revision
http://www.purplemash.com/#app/leaflets/faith_Hinduism_Ganges

Year 6

Is there life after death? Enlightenment/Reincarnation

Key themes Hinduism/Buddhism

Knowledge Most Hindus believe that humans are in a cycle of death and rebirth called samsara. When a person dies, their atman is reborn in a different body.
Hindus believe in karma or 'intentional action'. Many believe good or bad actions in life leading to positive or negative merit, determines
the atman's rebirth.
Some Hindus believe that humans may be reborn in animal form, and that rebirth from human to animal form only occurs if an atman has
repeatedly failed to learn lessons in human form.
Living life according to teachings in the scriptures will eventually lead to moksha. Some Hindu scriptures describe moksha as the atman
becoming absorbed with Brahman, from where each atman is believed to originate.
Buddhists believe death is a natural part of the life cycle. They believe that death simply leads to rebirth. This belief in reincarnation — that a person's
spirit remains close by and seeks out a new body and new life
Buddhists believe in a cycle of death and rebirth called samsara. Through karma and eventual enlightenment, they hope to escape samsara and achieve
nirvana, an end to suffering.
Through good actions, such as ethical conduct, and by developing concentration and wisdom, Buddhists hope to either
gain enlightenment or to ensure a better future for themselves. These good actions are set out in the Eightfold Path, which includes right
speech, right livelihood, and right concentration. Good actions will result in a better rebirth, while bad actions will have the opposite
effect.
Depending on the actions performed in previous lives, rebirth could be as a human or animal or even ghosts, demi-gods, or gods. Being
born as a human is seen by Buddhists as a rare opportunity to work towards escaping this cycle of samsara. The escape from samsara is
called Nirvana or enlightenment.
Once Nirvana is achieved, and the enlightened individual physically dies, Buddhists believe that they will no longer be reborn.

Geography Most of the rest of the world's Buddhists live in East and South Asia, including 13% in Thailand (where 93% of the population is Buddhist) and 9%

coverage in Japan (35% Buddhist). Only about 1.4% of the world's Buddhists live in countries outside of Asia.

China is the country with the largest population of Buddhists, approximately 244 million or 18.2% of its total population.




India has the most Hindus. With percentage, Nepal has the largest percentage of Hindu population in the world followed by India and Mauritius.
There are an estimated 60 to 70 million Hindus who lived outside India in 2010.

Suggested trips/
activities




Year 6

Can religion help people decide what is best for the world?

Religion

Multi faith

Knowledge

Research Christian Aid or other Christian charity and how they set about helping people in a developing country.

Perhaps research Band Aid, Médecins Sans Frontiéres or another non-religious organisation and what it has achieved, looking for the inspiration
behind these charities.

Explore some of the helpful things that the disciples did, focusing on the early stories in the book of the Acts of the Apostles. Consider also the
letters of Paul. Were they helpful? Why did they do them?

What do the children think is the most important thing that needs to happen in the world and how they would go about making a difference?

Zakat — almsgiving or charity — is one of the 5 Pillars of Islam. The teaching, though these days usually left to the individual, is traditionally a tax of
2.5% payable once a year on capital - usually bank deposits, precious metals, merchandise used in trade, livestock and crops from cultivated land. It is
not normally payable on personal possessions such as cars, clothing, homes or jewellery. Traditionally it is collected by the Mosque at the end of
Ramadan and distributed to the poor and needy. Some Mosques will still observe this tradition, but some will give to other charities instead. There
is a threshold, called the Nisab above which Zakat becomes compulsory. There are websites that will help Muslims calculate how much they should
give and which show daily the current rate for Nisab: Muslims pay Zakat if their net assets equal or exceed the Nisab threshold. There is a level for
whether people have assets in gold or silver. If they only have gold as an asset, then the Nisab measure for gold must be used. If they have a mixture
of assets, then the Nisab level for silver should be used. In most cases this means that if net assets (income and savings) are above the silver Nisab
threshold, Zakat must be paid on the total amount of wealth owned. Islam teaches that people should acquire wealth with the intention of spending
it on their own needs and the needs of others. "“Man’, said the Prophet, ‘says: My wealth! My wealth!” Have you not any wealth except
that which you give as alms and thus preserve, wear and tatter, eat and use up?" The whole concept of wealth is considered in Islam as a gift
from God. God, who provided it to the person, made a portion of it for the poor, so the poor have a right over one’s wealth. Giving is commended
in the Qur’an 9.20. Those who believe, and emigrate, and strive in God’s path with their possessions and their persons, are of a higher rank with God. These
are the winners. The Qur’an emphasizes feeding the hungry, clothing the naked, helping those who are in need, and the more one helps, the more
God helps the person, and the more one gives, the more God gives the person.

Christian giving has its’ roots in the Old Testament — not harvesting crops to the edge of the fields, caring for the orphans and widows, bringing the
tithe into the barn. There are many passages about giving: Matthew 6:2-3 and Matthew 25:31-46 are two of the best known. The story of the
widow’s mite — Mark 12:41-44 and Luke 21:1-4. Traditional teaching suggests a sum of 10% should be tithed on income; many churches take a
weekly collection, but there is no compulsion to give and it is not usually a condition of membership of a church. Many Christians also follow the
examples of Jesus and the disciples — helping those who are sick, or suffering in some ways. Many charities have been founded by Christians —
Oxfam, Christian Aid, Tearfund and Traidcraft.

Geography
coverage

COWSS

HOTCLUB




Suggested
trips/ activities

http://learn.christianaid.org.uk/TeachersResources/primary/fair _play.aspx

http://learn.christianaid.org.uk/TeachersResources/primary/Flush school.aspx

http://learn.christianaid.org.uk/TeachersResources/primary/global-explorers.aspx

Oracy
Outcome

Prepared debate. 5v5 so 10 in a group.
Think of 5 broad points for each side. | person takes one point and adds their ideas / evidence to it.
Everyone needs to say something. Need to be able to think on the spot.



http://learn.christianaid.org.uk/TeachersResources/primary/fair_play.aspx
http://learn.christianaid.org.uk/TeachersResources/primary/Flush_school.aspx
http://learn.christianaid.org.uk/TeachersResources/primary/global-explorers.aspx

Year 6 How do you live without a God?
Key themes Humanism/ Atheist
Knowledge What Is Humanism?

Humanists don’t believe in any gods, heaven, hell, or life after death. They believe that this life is the only life we get, and therefore
I) 1) we should try to live a full and happy life, and
2)  2)we should also help others to live full and happy lives.

To help them find the answers to their questions about the world, Humanists use science. Science is a process for finding accurate answers to our
questions.

Humanist Celebrations and Ceremonies
Just like in most religions, Humanism has its own celebrations and ceremonies. Humanists celebrate births and marriages among other events. There is
no religious element to these celebrations. Instead they focus only on the love between humans, and the responsibility people have towards others.

Making Up Their Own Minds
Humanists don’t believe that a god, a religious book, or any living person can tell them what is right and wrong, good and bad. Humanists always try to
decide for themselves what is right and wrong, good and bad.

Humanists believe there is no god to tell us what we should do with our lives, so we must decide that for ourselves. Humanists say that we must set
our own goals, using our human powers of intelligence, creativity, imagination, love, and compassion for others, always remembering to help others to
do the same.

Where Do Humanists Meet?

Humanists gather together in ordinary buildings such as conference centers, meeting rooms in hotels, and even pubs. They discuss how humans can
help each other to make the world a better place.

Famous Humanists There is no single person who is in charge of Humanism. Humanist leaders don’t tell people what to believe and organize the
meetings and fund-raising events.

There are lots of scientists and celebrities who show their support for Humanism. You may well have heard of some of them: Professor Richard
Dawkins, Stephen Fry (actor and TV personality), Ricky Gervaise (author of the Flanimals books) and Philip Pullman (author of the His Dark Materials
trilogy)

Human beings are fortunate to be able to ask questions — it is what makes us special. Humanists believe we should use this abilit

Humanists know that human beings are not perfect. For instance, when people ask questions, we often only listen to the answers we want to hear, and
we ignore the answers that we don’t like. That is called bias.

The artistic and creative output of humanists such as John Lennon, and how beliefs around focusing on life on earth influences this work

How does humanism influence poetry and literature?




The literary and poetic output of famous humanists such as Phillip Pullman and Edward Monkton, and how humanist beliefs influence their writing
Who are significant humanists?

The work of significant humanists of the last century, especially in relation to science:

® Marie Curie

® Albert Einstein

e Helen Caldicott

Features of a humanist marriage ceremonies and the significance

How humanist marriage ceremonies differ from religious marriage ceremonies

Geography
coverage

o The largest humanist organisation in the world is the Norwegian Humanist Association, with 90,000 members.
e The three countries with the highest numbers of Humanist International member organisations are the UK, India, and the US.

o As of March 2019 the newest member organisations of Humanists International are from Sri Lanka, Zambia, Botswana, and Liberia.

Suggested trips/
activities

/\U\\ at i15% What does it mean to be a humanist? Is humanism a new idea? How do people live their lives without religious beliefs?
Smp The first of its kind aimed at the new curriculum for upper primary and lower secondary school children, this book will
u examine how humanists respond to fundamental questions about morals and ethics, the origins of life, religion and the
state. It will look at how humanists mark the milestones of birth, marriage and death. How do people without belief in
God live moral and fulfilled lives, with respect for humankind and the universe? A thought-provoking approach will
encourage readers to think about the big questions for themselves.

https://www.purplemash.com/#app/games/2diy/faith _humanism_grouping

https://www.purplemash.com/#tab/pm-home/topics/religiouseducation/faith_matters_humanism

Michael Rosen Annemarie Young

https://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith _humanism happy individuals and communities

(School has two copies of this book)



https://www.purplemash.com/#app/games/2diy/faith_humanism_grouping
https://www.purplemash.com/#tab/pm-home/topics/religiouseducation/faith_matters_humanism
https://www.purplemash.com/#app/pup/faith_humanism_happy_individuals_and_communities

Humanism, humanist, beliefs, atheism, atheist, secularism, secularist, secular @

Do believe: Don't believe:

Taken from purple mash

Oracy e Guide. Take on the role of a humanist (pretend to be one). These are the key things you need to know. Record? Present? Film?
Outcome




