
Substantive and Disciplinary Knowledge  

Area Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Substantive Knowledge 

– Artists & 

Movements 

Know about Kara Walker, Andy Goldsworthy 

and Oliver Jeffers. Understand silhouette art, 

environmental sculpture and illustration. 

Know about Jean-Michel Basquiat, Day of the 

Dead traditions and Sarah McIntyre. 

Understand graffiti art, symmetry and cartoon 

illustration. 

Know about Chris Ofili, Giacometti and Yu 

Rong. Understand portraiture, surrealism 

and papercut illustration. 

Know about Emory Douglas, Henry Moore 

and Quentin Blake. Understand political 

art, abstraction and continuous line 

illustration. 

Substantive Knowledge 

– Formal Elements 

Know shape, texture, colour wash, foreground 

and background. 

Know symmetry, bold colour, outline, pattern 

and distortion. 

Know proportion, layering, negative space and 

composition. 

Know abstraction, symbolism, contrast and 

expressive line. 

Substantive Knowledge 

– Materials & Media 

Know how watercolour intensity changes with 

water ratio. Know natural materials can be 

arranged purposefully. 

Know clay must remain damp and mouldable. 

Know felt pens create bold block colour. 

Know wire can be bent and joined. Know 

layering creates depth. 

Know ink is permanent. Know printmaking 

transfers images through pressure and 

carving. 

Substantive Knowledge 

– Vocabulary 

silhouette, wash, texture, foreground, 

background, illustrator, sculpture 

symmetry, graffiti, caricature, outline, pattern, 

proportion 

composition, surrealism, negative space, 

layering, proportion 

abstraction, symbolism, contrast, continuous 

line, printmaking 

Disciplinary Knowledge 

– Generating Ideas 

Respond to artists and themes with simple 

visual ideas. 

Adapt artist styles to communicate character 

and emotion. 

Combine artistic influences and symbolism. Develop independent artistic concepts with 

purpose. 

Disciplinary Knowledge 

– Drawing & Mark 

Making 

Control pencil pressure and create simple 

shading. Use simple outlines and silhouettes. 

Use distortion, exaggeration and bold outlines. Draw accurate proportions and layered detail. Use expressive continuous line confidently 

and simplify form purposefully. 

Disciplinary Knowledge 

– Painting & Colour 

Blend watercolours and create colour washes. Apply vibrant block colours with control. Use colour symbolically and compositionally. Manipulate colour to communicate mood 

and meaning. 

Disciplinary Knowledge 

– Sculpture & 

Construction 

Arrange natural materials intentionally and 

plan sculpture in 2D form. 

Manipulate clay into recognisable 3D forms. Construct wire and papier-mâ ché  sculptures. Sculpt abstract clay forms with joined and 

blended pieces. 

Disciplinary Knowledge 

– Composition & 

Design 

Arrange simple foreground/background 

relationships. 

Use symmetry and focal points to organise 

composition. 

Layer imagery and use negative space 

effectively. 

Combine imagery, text and symbolism 

purposefully. 

Disciplinary Knowledge 

– Evaluating & 

Refining 

Describe artwork and explain preferences. Explain artistic choices and successful 

techniques. 

Compare artists and evaluate effectiveness. Critique, refine and justify artistic 

decisions using technical vocabulary. 

Expected Outcome Create silhouette artwork, environmental 

sculpture and shape-based illustration inspired 

by studied artists. 

Create graffiti artwork, Day of the Dead 

sculpture and colour-focused illustration. 

Create portrait artwork, surrealist sculpture 

and layered collage illustration. 

Create political print artwork, abstract 

sculpture and expressive line illustration. 


