
Art Progression Map  

Curriculum Area Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Artist Focus 
Kara Walker, Andy Goldsworthy, Oliver 

Jeffers 
Basquiat, Day of the Dead Artists, Sarah McIntyre Chris Ofili, Giacometti, Yu Rong Emory Douglas, Henry Moore, Quentin Blake 

Art Movement / 

Theme 
Expressionism, Nature Art, Shape Illustration Graffiti Art, Mexican Folk Art, Colour Illustration Portraiture, Surrealism, Paper Cutting 

Political Art, Abstract Sculpture, Continuous 

Line Illustration 

Drawing Skills Simple shading and silhouette drawing Distorted portraits and cartoon features 
Accurate facial proportions and layered 

compositions 

Expressive continuous line and simplified 

forms 

Painting Skills Watercolour washes and colour blending Block colour and vibrant pattern work Marbling and tonal shading Purposeful colour for meaning and impact 

Sculpture Skills Arrange natural materials purposefully Manipulate clay into 3D form 
Construct wire forms and papier-mâ ché  

structures 

Sculpt abstract clay compositions with joined 

forms 

Printing / Collage Simple silhouette cutting Symmetrical pattern painting Layered collage and negative space Foam printing and graphic composition 

Line Controlled outlines and shape drawing Bold outlines for emphasis Detailed and purposeful line variation Continuous expressive line work 

Shape & Form Recognise and arrange simple forms Exaggerate and distort features Build layered and proportionate forms Manipulate abstract forms and composition 

Texture Explore texture through nature and paint Create texture through clay and brushwork 
Layer textures using collage and papier-

mâ ché  
Use print and clay textures purposefully 

Colour Explore colour intensity and washes Use bright contrasting colours Use colour for focal points and symbolism Use colour to convey ideas and mood 

Composition Arrange foreground/background simply Build symmetry and focal points Develop layered compositions 
Combine image, shape and text for 

communication 

Media Watercolour, natural materials, coloured pencils Clay, paint, felt pens Pencil, wire, collage materials Ink, clay, printmaking materials 

Knowledge of 

Materials 

Understand paint/water ratio and natural 

arrangement 
Understand clay manipulation and colour blocking 

Understand layering, wire joining and 

negative space 

Understand permanence of ink and 

structural clay techniques 

Evaluation Describe artist styles and personal preferences Explain techniques and artistic choices 
Compare artists and evaluate 

effectiveness 

Critique and refine work using technical 

vocabulary 

Vocabulary silhouette, wash, texture, illustrator, sculpture symmetry, graffiti, foreground, caricature, mould 
composition, surrealism, negative space, 

proportion 

abstraction, symbolism, continuous line, 

printmaking 

Creative Outcome 
Silhouette artwork, nature sculpture, shape 

illustration 

Graffiti portrait, Day of the Dead sculpture, 

colour illustration 

Portrait artwork, wire sculpture, layered 

collage illustration 

Political print artwork, abstract sculpture, 

continuous line illustration 


